STATE   OF    THE   UNION. 


SPEECH  OF  THE 


HON.  D.  C.  DE  JAMETTE, 

OF   A^IROINIA., 

IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  KEPRESENTATIVES,  FEBRUARY  14,  1861. 


The  House  haying  under  consideration  ttie  report  from  the  Select  Committee  of 
Thirty-three — 

Mr.  DE  JARNETTE  said : 

Mr.  Speaker  :  There  are  times  when  I  am  contemplating  the  history  of  my  coun- 
try— its  rise,  progress,  and  rapid  development — when  the  picture  becomes  so  pleas- 
ing, and  I  am  so  filled  with  hope  and. delight,  that  I  am  lifted  above  the  raging  ele- 
ments which  have  now  so  nearly  destroyed  it;  and  from  such  a  stand-point,  view  the 
grandest  system  of  government  ever  yet  devised  by  human  agency  for  the  happiness 
of  man. 

I  have  gone  back  to  the  earliest  period  of  our  history,  when  a  few  bold  hearth  first 
penetrated  the  dark  forests,  to  find  the  home  of  the  savagt^,  and  share  with  him  his 
freedom,  sooner  than  submit  to  the  tyranny  and  oppression  of  the  Old  World.  They 
were  guided  by  the  sparks  of  liberty  which  they  had  seen  emitted  by  the  concussion 
of  the  dynasties  of  the  Old  World  ;  which,  as  they  arose,  were  carried  by  the  winds 
of  heaven  to  the  shores  of  Amei-ica. 

It  was  here,  sir,  guided  by  the  Unseen,  and  protected  by  the  arm  which  they  never 
felt  but  to  praise,  they  reared  an  altar  of  liberty,  around  which  soon  stood  the  op- 
pressed of  every  land,  who  soon  so  replenished  it.s  fires  that  its  flames  licked  the 
clouds,  the  bright  efl'ulgence  of  which  cast  a  shadow  under  the  thrones  of  tyranny 
and  oppression  throughout  the  earth. 

In  viewing  it  from  this  stand-point,  I  have  seen  no  North,  no  South  ;  I  have  looked 
upon  the  whole,  and  been  proud  that  all  of  it  was  my  country.  I  have  forgotten,  and 
expelled  from  my  mind,  all  grievances  of  which  the  South  now  so  justly  complains, 
and  viewed  my  country  as  it  should  be,  and  not  as  it  is.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  proud  of 
what  it  has  already  accomplished  ;  but  with  the  eye  of  faith  I  penetrate  the  distant 
future,  and  behold  one  hundred  million  ireemen,  whose  subhme  destiny  it  is  to  break 
the  chains  of  tyranny,  to  feed  the  hungry,  and  clothe  the  naked  over  the  earth. 

Sir,  we  have  reached  that  point  in  our  national  progress  when  every  step  we  take 
is  felt  throughout  the  earth.  The  eyes  of  the  world  are  upon  us.  To  us  belong  the 
jealousy,  hate,  and  envy  of  the  dynasties  of  the  earth.  This  they  will  not  admit,  even 
to  themselves  or  to  each  other;  but  the  foot  of  oppression  is  raised;  the  reins  of  Gov-' 
ernment  are  loosed  ;  and  the  oppressed  throughout  the  earth  begin  to  recover  their 
long-lost  liberties. 

This  is  what  our  free  institutions  have  accomplished;  this  is  what  we  have  accomp- 
lished, without  regard  to  any  other  object  than  our  own  development. 

Still,  the  eyes  of  the  world  are  upon  us;  our  movements  are  watched  and  felt 
throughout  the  world. 

When  we  stepped  from  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi  to  the  Pacific  ocean,  the  earth 
moved  heavily  on  its  axis,  because  its  balance  was  disturbed.  All  Europe  felt  the 
shock  ;  and  now  feel  and  know  that  another  center  must  be  found,  around  which  they 
in  turn  must  revolve.  Nor  was  its  influence  confined  to  Europe  ;  it  penetrated  Asia 
to  the  Celestial  Empire  ;  aroused  the  slumbering  millions  in  their  strong-walled  cities 
and  caused  their  gates  to  creak  under  the  accumulated  rust  of  centuries. 

Indeed,  far  beyond,  in  the  remote  kingdom  of  Japan,  a  hundred  million  more  were 
aroused  to  shake  otf  the  dust  of  centuries,  and  again  to  walk  the  earth. 

It  was  that  step  which  (if  this  Union  were  not  doomed  to  perish)  would  make  this 


country  the  center  of  the  tra<lo  of  the  earth,  by  giving  us  the  control  of  the  tra^v'*  of 
the  eight  hundred  niilHon  people  of  Asia  ;  a  trade  which  has  been  enjoyed  by  Europe 
formo;e  than  six  hundred  years;  a  trade  which  has  been  bo  fmitlul,  that  it  has,  in 
turn,  made  every  nation  which  enjoyed  it  at  the  time  the  greatest  Power  of  the  earth. 

It  was  to  at'CoiUTnodate  tiiat  trade  that  Columbus  started  on  his  vovage  of  discove- 
ry ;  he  wished  to  find  a  nearer  way  to  India,  and  in  the  line  of  tliat  more  direct  way, 
he  stumbled  on  this  continent.  It  was  to  that  trade  Spain  owed  her  greatness,  her 
wealth,  and  her  vast  dominion.  From  Spain  it  fell  to  Denmark,  which  kingdom  held 
it  for  more  than  a  hundred  years,  and  by  it  grew  to  the  position  of  the  then  most  Ibr- 
niidable  Power  of  the  earth.  England  was  attracted  by  the  glitteiing  prize  ;  and  by 
diplomacy  and  by  threats  wrenehed  it  from  the  grasp  of  that  kingdom.  Profiting  by 
the  errors  of  Spain  and  Denmark,  England,  by  the  most  gigantic  hllibuslcring  move- 
ment wliieli  curses  the  pagys  of  history,  subjugated  one  hundred  million  of  the  people 
of  India,  and,  with  their  own  money,  has  hired  armies  to  keep  them  in  the  dust.  Since 
then,  slie,  in  order  to  guard  it  eft'ectually,  until  recently  never  suflered  any  nation  of 
Europe  to  hold  a  navy  comparable  to  her  own.  Standing  over  France,  as  soon  as  that 
nation  could  equip  a  navy  at  all  calculated  to  cope  with  her,  she  has  invariably  crushed 
it.  Slie  has  stood  with  one  foot  on  the  Danish  Belt  and  the  other  on  the  Dardanel- 
les, and  is  thus  effectually  keeping  the  huge  paw  of  the  Russian  bear  from  the  rich 
feast  in  the  East. 

Thus,  for  nearly  two  hundred  years,  has  England  enjoyed  uninterruptedly  the  trade 
of  the  eight  hundred  millions  of  Asia. 

Since  the  purchase  of  Louisiana  by  the  United  States,  England  has  been  uneasy. 
Napoleon  I,  when  he  .'^old  that  country  west  of  the  Mississippi  to  us,  gave,  as  a  reason 
that  he  could  not  hold  it ;  that  England,  to  guard  her  trade  in  the  East,  would,  with 
her  immense  navy  take  it;  that  he  wished  the  young  giant  of  America  to  possess  it, 
bccMUse  he  knew  that  we,  at  no  distant  day,  would  break  England's  power  by  possess- 
ing that  trade. 

I  will  not  stop  here  to  show  all  the  impediments  which  England  has  thrown  across 
our  path  to  prevent  our  march  to  the  Pacific.  She  began  with  a  proposition  for  the 
joint  occupancy  of  our  Pacific  shore.  That  was  agreed  to ;  but  it  sOon  resulted  in  her 
claim  to  the  only  harbor  on  that  coast  owned  by  the  United  States.  The  right  of 
search  which  she  asserted,  and  which  resulted  in  the  war  of  1812,  was  instituted  with 
the  view  of  breaking  the  pre  Hi  rje  of  our  power,  and  giving  her  the  occupation  of  As- 
toria, the  only  harbor  on  the  Pacific.  The  war  commenced  by  the  seizure  of  that 
port  by  England,  and  it  was  the  last  point  yielded  when  the  treaty  of  peace  was  made 
at  Ghent. 

Failing  in  this,  she  now  holds  all  the  South  American  States  under  bonds  which 
they  dare  not  disregard,  to  prevent  an  American  vessel,  in  time  of  war,  from  enter- 
ing their  ports,  oven  lor  shelter.  When  the  transit  of  the  Isthmus  is  found  practica- 
ble, she  appears  at  that  point  and  undertakes  to  control  that.  When,  in  1850,  we 
proposed  to  construct  atailroad  to  the  Pacific,  she  in)mediately  begins  the  construc- 
tion of  a  road  from  Newlbundland  to  Puget  Sound,  and  has,  through  the  polar  cold, 
constiuctcd  fifteen  liundred  miles  of  that  road.  And  still  more  recently,  impelled  by 
the  spur  of  our  rapid  advancement,  she  has  purchased  an  island  in  the  Pacific  in  our 
track  to  India,  upon  which  she  is  this  day  building  a  Gibraltar  almost  in  sight  of  our 
shore. 

All  this,  sir,  will  avail  not ;  she  is  striving  against  what  the  finger  of  destiny  has 
written  for  our  accomplishment.  Sir,  civilization,  knowledge,  and  commerce  started 
in  the  East.  They  have  progressed  and  are  progressing  westward.  When  they  shall 
Jiave  reached  the  uttermost  verge  of  the  Pacific  shore,  they  must  retrogade  ;  and  the 
sublime  destiny  of  returning  these  blessings  to  their  ancient  seats  will  be  ours.  Sir, 
the  genius  of  America  has  left  the  rock-bound  coast  of  New  England  and  taken  its  po- 
sition on  the  shore  of  the  Pacific ;  and  there  it  will  work  out  our  mighty  destiny  by 
placing  in  our  control  the  trade  of  the  world. 

Mr.  Speaker,  can  there  be  a  heart  so  dead  as  not  to  beat  with  exultant  pride  when 
contemplating  such  a  destiny  for  his  own  native  land  ?  Sir,  since  I  have  been  thus 
hopeful  of  the  destiny  of  my  country,  1  have  known  that  the  accomplishment  of  that 
destiny  could  be  hastened  or  delayed  by  mutual  good  offices,  good  feeling,  and  fra- 
ternal icgard  between  the  North  and  South,  or  the  reverse.' 

I  have,  sir,  watched  with  nmch  anxiety  the  storm-cloud  which  I  have  seen  gather- 
ing and  advancing  from  the  North  for  ten  years  past.    I  have  noted  its  every  more- 


ment,  and,  hence  not  unexpectedly,  seen  Its  darkness  increase,  and  heard  its  loud 
thunders  rattle.  I  have  known  that  this  dark  and  threatening  tornado  would  spread 
its  fury  and  hurl  its  thunder  bolts  on  the  devoted  heads  of  my  people.  Conscious  of 
rectitude,  they  have  not  sought,  nor  will  they  seek,  to  avoid  its  fury  ;  because  they 
know  they  are  clothed  in  the  armor  of  Virginia's  sovereignty,  which  cannot  be  pene- 
trated. Let  me  warn  you,  therefore,  not  to  misinterpret  her  present  position.  It  is 
but  the  hush  before  the  storm.  She,  in  her  wisdom,  has  called  her  pe'iple  together, 
because  their  liberties  and  her  sovereignty  are  assailed.  Respect  the  one,  and  recog- 
nize the  other,  and  all  may  yet  be  well.  But  if  not,  every  sword  in  Virginia  will  leap 
from  its  scabbard,  and  flash  defiance  to  a  world  in  arms.  There  are  no  submi.'ssionists 
there.  The  North  has  now  become  maddened  by  prosperity.  The  empire  of  com- 
merce we  have  cheerfully  conceded  to  them.  We  of  the  South  have  exulted  in  their 
Buccess,  though  it  has  been  the  result,  in  a  great  degree,  of  a  tax  on  our  labor.  Still 
we  would  be  content  if  we  were  allowed  to  live  in  security  and  repose.  We  have 
cheerfully  divided  the  products  of  each  day's  labor  at  the  South  with  you  of  the  North; 
we  have  never  attempted  to  disturb  your  social  and  domestic  institutions,  or  taught 
Others  so  to  do ;  we  have  been  faithful  to  every  engagement,  and  performed  every 
obligation  imposed  on  us  by  the  Constitution. 

Sir,  no  man  now  lives,  or  has  ever  lived,  who  has  said,  or  can  say,  that  we  of  the 
South,  though  heretofo''e  controlling  the  Government,  have  ever  withheld  a  ri.L'ht 
from  or  inflicted  a  wrong  on  the  North.  Can  you  of  the  North  say  that  you  have  ful- 
filled all  the  obligations  imposed  upon  you  by  the  Constitution  ?  Have  you  at  the 
North,  while  enjoying  a  tax  which  we  impose  on  our  labor  for  your  benefit,  ever  ma- 
nifested the  slightest  interest  in  our  welfare  ?  Have  you  ever  been  as  considerate  of 
our  welfare  as  you  have  been  of  that  of  your  foreign  neighbors  in  Canada?  Along 
your  border,  with  them,  you  have  lived  in  peace  and  friendship.  Along  your  border, 
with  us,  there  has  not  been  a  moment  of  repose  for  twenty  years.  You  have  through- 
out the  North  societies  organized  with  no  other  object  than  to  employ  men  to  excite 
your  own  people  to  war  on  your  brethren  of  the  South.  It  cannot  be  slavery  that  vou 
war  on ;  because  slavery  exists  in  its  worst  form  in  sight  of  your  own  shore — in  Cuba. 

I  have  never  heard  of  your  sending  an  emisary  to  Cuba,  though  you  have  more  fre- 
quent intercourse  with  Havana  than  you  have  with  any  of  our  ports.  Who  ever 
heard  that  you  have  ever  made  an  eifort  to  rob  a  master  on  that  island  of  his  .«lave  ':• 
Who  ever  heard  one  word  said  by  your  most  mahgnant  Abolitionist  against  slavery 
as  it  exists  anywhere  else,  except  with  your  brethren  of  the  South  ?  From  their  hands 
you  have  received  nothing  but  kindness.  In  return  you  send  emissaries,  educated 
among  you,  to  rob,  poison,  burn,  and,  with  the  assassin's  dagger,  to  murder  our 
people. 

For  twenty  years  we  have  submitted  to  this ;  we  loved  the  Union  because  we  have 
been  taught  to  love  it.  It  was  the  work  of  our  fathers  ;  and  if  it  could  be  preserved 
in  the  spirit  in  which  they  made  it,  it  would  live  fresh  in  eternal  youth,  and  exempt 
from  mutability  and  decay.  But,  sir,  it  exists  no  longer.  Its  spirit  has  fled  ;  and  when 
in  the  spirit  land,  from  the  tomb  it  shall  arise  to  testify  against  the  authors  of  its  un- 
timely fate.  The  South,  with  conscious  innocence,  will  await  the  sentence  because  it 
w  ill  be  just ;  and  the  North  will  be  pronounced  guilty  of  the  deep  damnation  of  this 
taking  ofl". 

I  have  known,  Mr.  Speaker,  for  ten  years  that  dissolution  must  come.  I  have  seen 
the  irrepressible  conflict  between  labor  and  capital  at  the  North,  and  known  that  it 
could  but  result  in  favor  of  the  former,  inasmuch  as  that  labor  possessed  the  revolu- 
tionary power  there,  to  wit :  the  elective  franchise.  Wherever,  sir,  there  is  free  com- 
petition between  labor  and  capital,  and  that  labor  is  armed  with  the  unrestricted  riirht 
to  vote,  the  labor  being  always  in  the  majority,  must  sooner  or  later  so  control  the 
law-making  power  as  to  hold  the  capital  subject  to  its  will.  That  labor  has  for  many 
years  past  controlled  the  law-making  power  of  New  England.  It  has  now  gained  con- 
trol of  the  law-making  power  in  many  States  west  of  the  Hudson ;  and  in  the  last  pres- 
idential contest,  it  aspired  to,  and  obtained,  the  control  of  the  law-making  power  of 
this  Government.  Wherever  there  is  free  competition  of  labor  and  capital,  and  that 
labor  vindicates  its  power  to  control  the  Government,  liberty  cannot  long  survive. 
But  the  worst  form  of  despotism  will  exiyt  as  long  as  there  is  capital  left  upon  which 
it  can  feed.  When  this  fails,  the  only  result  which  can  follow  is,  for  such  a  people  to 
return  to  barbarism. 

Thus,  society  at  the  North  is  now  pregnant  with  the  s^eds  of  its  own  destructioo. 


Its  only  salvation  is  a  strons^er  Governmont,  and  a  restriction  of  the  elective  franchise. 
This  is  not  speculative  theory,  but  fact;  it  is  not  wild  imaginings,  but  history.  The 
standing  armies  of  the  Old  World  are  maintained  to  keep  labor  from  warring  on  ca- 
pital ;  not  by  controlling  the  law-making  power,  for  that  labor  has  not  the  electiTe 
franchise,  and  hence  cannot  aspire  to  the  forms  of  justice  to  li»gali/p  its  robbeiie? ; 
but  those  armies  arc  maintained  to  protect  that  capital  from  mol)  violence.  What 
protection  has  your  capital  from  tln^  legalized  robbery  to  which  it  is  even  now  some- 
times subjected?  Docs  not  this  free  labor  now  set  at  naught  your  Stiite  decrees,  if 
they  arc  annoying  to  it  ?  Has  it  not  scaled  the  ramparts  ol  the  f'ederal  Government, 
destroyed  the  (Constitution,  enthroned  the  higher  law  in  its  stead,  and  justified  such 
action  by  alleging  that  their  own  State  laws,.  w^jcA  they  had  made  to  serve  themselves, 
required  them  to  despise  the  authority  of  the  General  Government?  It  is  the  free 
Buffrage  and  free  labor  of  the  North  which  now  controls  the  press,  the  bar,  the  schools, 
and  the  pulpit.  It  is  the  fr^e  labor  of  the  North  which  has  invaded  the  sanctity  of 
God's  altar,  and  compelled  its  nunisters  to  acknowledge  its  diviiiity  by  dethroning  Je- 
hovah and  worshipping  Belzebub.  It  is  the  free  labor  at  the  North  which  has  in- 
vaded the  highest  judicial  tribunal  of  justice,  destroying  its  prerogatives,  and  teach- 
ing men  to  despise  its  decrees.  Sir,  it  has  so  shattered  the  framework  of  society,  that 
Bociety  itself  exists  only  in  an  inverted  order  at  the  North.  Capital  at  the  North  for 
a  long  time  waged  an  unequal  contest  with  labor.  It  looked  then  to  the  Government 
and  found  that  impotent  for  aid.  For  momentary  secu' ity,  it  seemed  to  svmpathize 
in  the  objects  of  the  fanatics,  and  to  point  to  the  institutions  of  the  South  as -fit  ob- 
jects for  attack.  J'atal  delusion!  They  not  only  introduced  the  Ttojan  horse  into 
their  counting-houses,  but  drove  away  their  best  customers,  by  their  eflfbrts  to  enslave 
them. 

At  the  South,  our  new  republic  will  have  no  such  element  of  discord.  Capital  there 
owns  all  labor  which,  from  its  nature,  so  lowers  the  nuiTi  as  to  make  him  unfit  for  so- 
ciety and  self-government.  Thus  capital  and  labor  in  our  new  republic  will  work  in 
beautiful  harmony  ;  and  it  is  thus  that  African  .slavery  furnishes  the  only  basis  upon 
which  republican  liberty  can  be  preserved. 

You  may  ask  me  if  we  have  not  free  labor  at  the  South.  I  answer,  yes,  in  its  na- 
tural form  ;  not  warring  on  capital,  but  sustained  by  it.  We  are  proud  of  that  labor. 
It  is  enligthened.  It  constitutes  the  main  pillar  in  our  structure.  It  is  the  sword  of 
our  defense,  because  it  is  elevated  and  dignified  by  the  conservative  influence  of  Afri- 
can slavery.  It  will  thus,  in  our  new  republic,  be  the  only  place  on  the  globe  where 
free  suffrage  and  free  labor  constitute  consei  vative  elements  in  the  structure  of  re- 
publican liberty.  It  will  be  there  alone  where  free  labor  will  not  be  in  antagonism  to 
cajjital ;  because  capital  owns  the  only  labor  which  can  be  oppressed  by  it,  and  be- 
cause labor,  being  the  capital,  will  be,  as  such,  carefully  pieserved. 

Thus  African  slavery  constitutes  the  keystone  of  the  aich  which  supports  the  only 
structure  which  fice  labor,  together  with  free  suffrage,  will  not  and  cannot  destroy. 
It  must  not  be  supposed  by  the  people  of  the  North,  that  the  free  labor  of  the  South 
can  ever  desire  to  disturb  the  relation  of  master  and  slave ;  on  the  contrary  they  will 
and  must,  from  necessity,  defend  it,  as  it  is  alone  on  the  profit  of  slave  labor  that  free 
labor  finds  employment  and  lives  in  peace  and  plenty.  It  is  thus  that  African  slave- 
ry elevHtcs  and  dignifies  the  free  labor  of  the  South,  by  freeing  it  of  all  menial  serv- 
ice. Thus  relieved,  that  labor  cousiiiutes  a  valuable  social  and  political  clement  in 
our  Republic,  by  working  with  mutual  dependence  in  beautiful  harmony  with  capital, 
consolidiiting  in  one  compact  mass  and  brotherhood  all  the  white  men  of  the  South. 
Sir,  this  system  of  ours,  thus  purged  from  all  opposing  elements,  cannot  be  over- 
thrown ;  it  will  go  on  to  prosper  with  accumulating  vigor  ;  for  by  it  the  labor  of  the 
white  man  isfieed  from  the  oppression  of  capital. 

It  is  vain,  then,  for  the  free  labor  of  thcJSorth,  by  the  exercise  of  its  revolutionary 
power,  toattempt  further  the  coirujrtion  of  the  free  labor  of  the  South.  That  labor, 
Mr.  Speaker,  has  higher  aspirations  and  holier  purposes  to  accomplish;  its  mission, 
sir,  is  to  buikl  up,  not  to  destroy  an  empire  :  to  observe  all  the  restraints  of  law  and 
the  Constitution,  and  not  to  despise  the  restraints  of  law  and  trample  in  the  dust  the 
Constitution  ;  to  protect  society  by  carefully  guarding  the  pulpit,  not  to  destroy  so- 
ciety by  corrupting  it.  .  Tiie  fee  labor  of  the  North  now  seeks  the  destruction  of  this 
bea)itilul  sy.-teni  of  Government.  It  knows  the  secret  of  our  strength,  and  has  judged 
rightly  where  the  power  oi  this  Samson  is.  They  have  plantctl  their  batteries  against 
the  institution  of  slavery.     They  know  it  to  be  the  Redan  of  our  system ;  they  know 
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its  conservative  power,  and  nslong  as  it  exists  they  know  the  free  labor  of  the  South 
cannot  be  corrupted.  For  this  reasoa  has  slavery  been  assailed  ;  and  now  that  you 
have  got  it  in  tlic  "course  of  ultimate  extinction,"  you  are  resolved  to  use  your  pow- 
er, and  we  lire  determined  to  resist  your  authority. 

\\'liat  cause  do  you  allege  for  thus  warring  on  us  V  Have  we  of  the  South  ever 
withheld  a  right  given  you  by  the  Constitution,  or  inflicted  a  wrong?  Have  we  not 
contributed  to  your  success  and  rejoiced  in  your  prosperity  "?  Did  not  Yirginia,  (may 
God  bless  her  in  this  hour,)  in  order  to  destroy  jealousy  between  the  North  and  South, 
and  give  peace  to  the  country,  give  to  the  North  the  em[)ire  of  the  Northwest?  And 
now,  in  this  hour  of  her  peril,  she  turns  her  eyes  to  that  powerful  <nnpire,  the  fruit  of 
her  womb  ;  hunuinity  would  apply  the  full  breast  of  that  youthful  exuberance  to  the 
mouth  of  its  afflicted  parent ;  but  tyranny  would,  Nero  like,  march  to  the  throne  over 
the  pro-trate  form  of  its  own  mother.  You,  too,  Nero  like,  when  your  proud  Capitol 
is  being  consumed  by  the  torch  which  your  hands  have  applied,  are  reveling  amid  the 
ruins  which  you  made.  In  the  name  of  an  outraged  and  oppressed  people— in  the 
name  of  freemen  who  know  their  rights  and  will  defend  th?m,  and  in  tiie  name  of  a 
just  God.  I  charge  you  to  let  this  parricidal  sin  pass  from  you.  You  are  now  about 
to  assume  the  reins  of  Government  over  what  you  have  left  of  the  Americai  Union. 
You,  as  you  know,  have  acquired  that  power,  pledged  to  the  accomplishment  of  a 
single  object:  the  ultimate  extinction  of  our  cherished  domestic  institution — African 
slavery. 

Before  we  surrender  the  authority  by  which  you  are  to  govern  us,  we  only  ask  that 
you  will  give  us  gurantees  by  which  you  cannot  deprive  us  of  that  protection  which 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  as  interpreted,  not  by  us,  but  by  the  Supreme 
Court,  guarantees  to  us.  This  you  refuse  to  do.  You  obtain,  power  by  pledges  to  war 
on  the  institutions  of  the  South.  We  ask  you  to  throw  away  the  weapons  which  you 
have  drawn  for  our  destruction  before  we  yield  to  your  authority.  This  you  con. 
temptuously  refuse  to  do;  and  then,  sir,  in  the  memory  ofYirginia's  history,  you  ap- 
peal to  her  to  preserve  the  Union  ! 

Then,  sirs,  beware  :  Virginians  will  defend  their  liberties,  and  preserve  unrestricted 
the  sovereignty  of  their  State.  They  and  tiie  gallant  men  of  the  South  will  not  sur- 
vive their  liberties.     They  were  born  freemen,  and  will  never  die  slaves. 

While  all  propositions  for  an  honorable  adjustment  have  come  from  the  injured,  out- 
raged, and  insulted  section,  we  of  that  section  have  felt  that  they  should  come  from 
the  as,sailing  party.  We  have  felt  this  to  be  wounding  to  our  pride,  and,  in  some  de- 
gree, tarnishing  to  our  honor.  However,  it  was  a  sacrifice  upon  the  altar  of  our  coun- 
try, and  it  was  cheerfully  made.  We  owed  this  to  the  memory  of  our  fathers ;  we 
owed  this  to  our  generous  constituents,  who  would  give  their  lives  to  preserve  the 
Union  in  its  primitive  purity ;  we  owed  it  to  humanity  to  prevent  our  land  from  being 
torn  in  civil  strife  and  drenched  in  fraternal  blood.  We  have  discharged  every  duty 
that  honor,  patriotism,  and  fidelity  to  our  people  demanded.  In  short,  we  have  done 
everything  but  surrender  the  liberties  of  our  people.  This  we  will  never  do.  I,  for 
one,  sir,  would  sooner  ^'e  this  Union  shattered  into  atoms,  never  again  to  be  reunited, 
than  to  return  to  my  people,  and  tell  them  that  we  had  saved  the  Union,  Init  enslaved 
them. 

I  have,  Mr,  Speaker,  in  contemplating  the  nev/  arrangement  of  the  States  which 
now  must  be  made,  outstripped  the  wheel  of  time,  and  viewed  our  southern  republic 
as  it  will  be  seen  in  180-1.  Then  the  machinery  of  our  government  will  be  in  full  op- 
eration and  perfected.  The  most  skillful  mechanist  will  not  be  aljlc  to  detect  the 
slightest  inequality  in  its  bearings.  Its  movements  will  be  silent,  but  powerful.  Its 
balance-wheel  will  be  African  slavery,  so  wl-U  adjusted  that  its  power  will  be  irresist- 
ible, because  its  motion  will  be  perpetual  Then  will  the  southern  States  be  united 
in  bonds  of  perpetual  union  ;  then  will  our  people  be  united  in  interest,  in  heart,  and 
sympathy;  then  will  \\e  i)rosper  as  a  people  never  before  have  prospered;  because 
our  laljor  will  be  freed  from  taxation  and  tiie  product  of  that  labor  will  have  no  com- 
petition. 

If,  then,  we  have  failed  to  preserve  the  Union  by  making,  in  the  name  of  our  peo- 
ple, every  sacrilice  except  that  of  their  liberties,  we  will  have  accomplished  this  much. 

What,  Mr.  Speaker,  will  the  Republicans  of  this  House,  when  they  return  to  their 
people,  carry  with  them  to  compensate  for  the  ruin  and  havoc  which  they  have  crea- 
ted ?  To  them  will  belong  the  responsibility  of  disrupting  this  once  happy  Union. 
To  them  will  be  attached  the  awful  responsibility  of  exciting  thirty  million  of  the  bap- 


pirst  people  on  God's  earth  to  forget  that  they  ore  brethren  and  with  all  the  destruc- 
tive machinory  of  j:jiiin-visaj^cd  v\-ar,  to  destroy  each  other  in  civil  strife.  Oi  them 
will  Hill  the  curses  of  miUioii3  at  the  Noi'th,  whoso  trade  they  have  destroyed,  and 
whose  homes  they  have  made  desolate.  It  is  o  i  you,  Republicans,  will  fall  tlie  cur.ses 
of  the  widowed  mother  who  can  no  lonijer  find  l)read  for  her  starving  childiea.  v'O 
to  your  crowded  cities,  not  to  the  gilded  palaces  of  your  merchant  princes,  but  to  the* 
lanes  and  alloys*  and  when  you  hear  the  cries  of  thou-^ands,  frantic  with  hung-r  and 
despair,  and  hehold  here  a  mother  with  her  innoeent  children  clasped  around  her  in 
the  agony  of  death  from  starvatioi,  and  there  another  tearing  lier  bosom  because  it 
can  no  longer  alford  uourishmcnt  to  her  dying  infant,  will  you  see  the  result  of  your 
devotion  to  your  party  platform.  You  will  have  .saved  your  party,  but  you  will  have 
lost  vour  country.  You  will  have  vindicated  your  devotion  to  the  negro  by  disre:. 
garding  the  voice  of  humanity  and  the  decrees  of  Heaven.  This  is  what  you  have 
already  done.  If,  then,  the  prospect  of  civil  war,  which  you  have  created,  has  done 
all,  and  much  more  than  all  this,  what,  I  ask,  must  be  the  misery,  agony,  and  death 
which  twenty-five  million  brave  people  will  inflict  on  each  other  ? 

Sir,  when  the  flames  of  civil  war  have  swept  over  our  once  happy  land,  from  St. 
John's  to  the  Kio  Grande,  and  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  I'acilic  ;  when  your  cities  and 
ours  no  longer  resound  with  the  busy  hum  of  industry,  because  they  will  be  the  first 
victims  which  the  relentless  mouths  of  cannon  will  demand  ;  when  our  beautiful  coun- 
try, where  innocence  resides  and  virtue  sits  enthroned,  shall  return  to  its  piimitiye 
occupants — because  nothing  save  the  hyena  can  live  amid  such  scenes  of  desolation 
and  death — then  you  will  behold  the  work  of  your  own  hands.  If  you  have  not  yet 
seen  enough  to  make  you  pause  before  you  declare  war  on  the  South,  and  thus  invoke 
on  your  heads  the  wrath  of  humanity  and  the  vengeance  of  Heaven,  those  of  you  who 
survive  when  it  shall  have  been  ended,  will  witness  a  scene  which  will  melt  your 
hearts,  though  they  may  be  harder  than  adamant.  When  yon  are  called  on  to  wit- 
ness the  proees-ion  of  ten  million  mourners,  and  hear  their  cries  for  those  who  have 
fallen  in  battle,  and  hear  that  mighty  multitude,  with  one  voice,  proclaim  you  the 
author  of  all  their  affliction,  you  will,  indeed,  cry  that  the  rocks  may  hide  and  the 
hills  may  cover  you  from  their  sight.  All  this  will  you  inflict  on  your  country  and 
yourselves  sooner  than  let  slavery  alone. 

It  is  an  institution  for  which  you  are  not  responsible,  and  about  which  you  know 
nothing.  You  say  it  is  wrong,  and  you  will  put  it  in  the  course  of  ultimate  extinc- 
tion, because  .slaves  arc  sometimes  treated  with  cruelty.  That  they  are  sometimes, 
but  rarely,  treated  with  cruelty,  I  will  admit ;  but  such  acts  are  punished  by  law,  and 
punished  by  society,  with  great  severity.  Still,  I  know  that  there  is  more  humanity, 
there  is  njore  unalloyed  contentment  and  happiness,  among  the  slaves  of  the  South, 
than  any  laboring  population  on  the  globe.  Where  else  but  at  the  South  are  the  la- 
borers nursed  when  sick,  and  taken  care  of  when  they  get  too  old  to  work?  Where 
but  at  the  South  is  it  the  interest  of  capital  to  provide  food  for  the  families  of  labor- 
ers when  they  are  young  and  helpless  V  It  then  being  the  intenest  of  capital  that  the 
slave  and  his  family  should  be  well  cared  for  in  sickness  and  in  health,  what  stronger 
reason  can  be  given  that  he  will  not  he  abused  ?  It  is  this  interest  in  his  labor  that 
you  WDuld  deprive  him  of. 

After  you  do  this,  have  you  not  deprived  him  of  his  home,  and  all  the  comforts  he 
now  enjoys?  "Will  you  give  him  another  home,  and  provide  him  other  comforts ? 
Y''ou  know  you  will  not.  You  will  not  do  this  to  your  neighbors  of  your  own  race, 
and  the  starving  poor  among  you ;  but  you  will  stand  by  and  see  the  negro,  whom 
you  have  (lejirivcd  of  his  home,  driven,  by  the  free  white  labor  of  the  North,  from 
every  occupation  of  honest  toil. 

If,  then,  the  merit  of  your  opposition  to  slavery  is  that  you  would  abolish  an  insti- 
tution which  is  somclimes  oppressive,  go  home  and  abolish  your  banking  .system  ;  go 
home  and  destroy  your  magnificent  churches,  because  some  of  your  ministers  have 
been  bad  men;  and  go  home  and  abolish  the  institution  of  marriage;  because  I  know 
that,  for  every  master  who  cruelly  treats  his  slave,  there  are  two  white  men  at  the 
Nortli  who  torture  and  murder  their  wives.  We  iaiow  that  it  is  not  because  you  love 
the  slave,  or  desire  to  benefit  his  condition,  that  you  thus  war  on  the  South  ;  Ijccause 
when  you  lu^ve^enticed  him  from  his  happy  home,  we  have  seen  you,  like  the  croco- 
dile, mingle  your  tears  with  the  blood  of  your  victim.  We  know  it  is  done  to  keep 
the  northern  mind  in  agitation,  never  permitting  it  to  settle  down  on  your  own  pro* 
ductive  elements  of  domestic  discontent.     But  for  this  agitation  at  the  North,  society 


could  notstand  the  shock.  The  revolutionary  element  at  the  North  coustitutcs  no 
part  of  that  society.  That  clement  now  contio's  the  law-malunp  jiower,  and  thus  has 
the  semblance  of  justice  for  its  action.  It  is  thus  that  the  capital  of  Boston  is  held 
subject  to  its  command. 

As  the  best  means  iaf  defense  a;rainst  this  mighty  power,  whicli  knows  no  control 
but  its  will,  society  at  the  Norih  is  divided.  There  are  those  who,  to  avoid  ojiense,  have 
declined  t<>  take  partin  local  elections,  as  shown  by  the  thousands  of  slumbering  votes 
in  the  States  cast  of  thj  IIulsoii.  Tliere  are  others,  who,  still  having  hopes  of  con- 
trolIini:r  it,  having  joii;ed  in,  and  deh-iro  so  to  direct  it  as  to  prevent  any  disaster  to 
themselves  or  the  country.  Fur  several  years,  they  did  hold  the  reius  of  restraint, 
and  so  checked  its  movements  as  to  prevent  injury.  But  now,  it  has  burst  the  dants 
and  levees  with  which  you  lor  a  time  restrained  it,  and,  by  its  resistless  flood,  sweeps 
away  and  destroys  all  who  oppose  it.  Communities  at  the  Xorth,  or  even  their  State 
governments  cannot  resist  its  march.  Nothing  at  the  South  can  now  resist  it,  but 
State  sovereignties;  and  each  State  must  throw  this  protection  around  their  people, 
or  they  are  lost. 

I  have,  Mr.  Speaker,  attempted  to  show  the  appreciation  of  those  I  represent  for 
the  Union.  I  know  of  none  who  would  not  even  rejoice  to  perpetuate  it  as  it  was 
made  by  our  fathers.  I  have  shown  them  that  it  was  not  because  they  loved  the 
Union  less,  but  their  libeities  more,  that  they  have  made  up  their  minds  to  leave  it, 
unless  you  give  them  such  guarantees  as  will  insure  them  safety.  I  have  shown  you 
that  the  South  has  never,  though  smarting  under  insults  and  injuries,  retaliated,  be- 
cause she  had  observed  the  restraints  of  the  Constitution.  That  instrument  has  never 
been  wounded  by  a  southern  hand  or  agency.  It  has  always  been  lield  sacred  by 
our  people  ;  and  now,  finding  that  they  cannot  live  peaceably  with  you  of  the  North, 
they  wiil  quietly  leave  your  company.  They  have  made  no  threats;  they  propose 
no  violence  to  you.  In  secession  they  assail  no  one,  threaten  no  one  ;  it  is  a  remedy 
which  is  |inrely  dcfen.-ive,  and  not  aggressive,  because  it  is  pa.ssive  and  not  active. 

Your  party  desire  to  get  rid  of  slavery,  because  you  say  tliat  the  moral  influence  of 
the  world  is  against  slavery,  and  by  your  contact  with  it  are  compromised.  Vv''e  pro- 
pose quietly  to  relieve  you  of  any  contact  or  association  with  it.  Thus,  to  preserve 
your  refined  sensibilities,  we  propose  to  take  slavery  out  of  the  Union,  and  give  you 
relief.  And  now  that  the  cotton  States  have  done  this,  and  the  border  slave  States 
are  going  to  follow  their  examfjle,  and  thus  do  what  you  have  been  trying  to  do  for 
twenty  years  ;  you  get  into  a  violent  rage,  and  call  the  gods  to  witness  that  you  will 
whip  us  into  submission,  because  we  will  not  let  you  do  it  in  your  own  way.  If  you 
of  the  North  would  pause  and  reflect  for  one  moment,  you  would  see  the  ridiculous 
position  in  which  you  thus  place  yourselves  before  the  world.  But  you  will  not,  you 
cannot  stop.  You  are  impelled  by  a  power  which  you  cannot  resist.  It  is  the  power 
of  England,  exerted  on  the  revolutionary  element  of  the  North,  which  cannot  and 
will  not  permit  you  to  pause,  now  that  the  object  which  England  so  devoutly  wishes 
for  is  so  near  its  accomplishment.  This  Union  must  be  destroyed,  or  England  will 
soon  lo-c  her  hold  on  the  trade  of  Asia.  England  has  made  every  effort  to  check  our 
advancement  and  development,  because  she  knew  we  were  now  her  only  rivals  for 
commerce. 

|.,  Since  the  declaration  of  Sir  Eobert  Peel — made  in  advocacy  of  the  appropriation  of 
$100,000,0(X)  to  emancipate  the  negroes  in  the  West  Indies — that  "this  was  the  best 
investment  ever  made  for  the  overthrow  of  American  institutions,"  England  has  con- 
tiiuied  to  agitate  this  abolition  of  slavery,  with  a  view  of  destroying  our  power  by 
dividing  us.  England  knows  that  oiu-  commercial  tonnage  is  greater  than  her  own, 
and  is  rapidly  increasing  and  that  the  time  for  decisive  action  has  come.  By  her 
gold,  as  well  as  by  agitating  this  anti-slavery  sentiment,  jhe  obtained  great  ascendency 
over  the  revolutionary  eletnents  of  the  North.  No  man  doubts  but  that  vast  sums  of 
England's  gold,  drawu  from  liie  attenuated  fingers  of  her  slaving  poor,  are  sent  here 
to  keep  alive  the  flames  of  fixnaticism  in  whicli  alone  tlie  political  salamanders  of  the 
North  can  live.  The  visits  of  Fred  Douglass  and  William  11.  Sevvard  to  England  some- 
times become  necessary  to  keep  alive  and  excite  the  sometimes  slumbering  masses  of 
their  followers.  Englai  d  by  way  of  a  spur  to  their  movements,  occasionally  confers 
the  honor  of  knijluhood  on  some  sable  swain,  and  by  way  of  variety  insults  our  min- 
ister for  the  amusement  of  the  gentleman  from  Africa. 

This,  sir,  is  not  the  result  of  an  abolition  sentiment  in  England,  as  abundantly  shown 
by  her  unwillingness  to  force  Spain  to  execute  a  treaty  long  since  made,  to  abolish 
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slavery  in  all  her  possessions.  Nor  is  it  because  she  respects  the  rights  of  mep  or 
their  freedom  ;  beeauf=e  she  is  to-day  engaged  in  the  cooHe  trade,  by  which  she  con- 
sii;n.s  white  men  to  most  cruel  and  perpetual  bondage.  But  it  is  because  by  tliis  means 
alone  she  can  hope  to  break  the  power  of  her  most  dangerous  rival  for  the  trade  of 
the  East.  Cannot  the  people  of  the  North,  now  on  the  verge  of  the  precipice,  stop 
one  moment  for  reflection?  Would  it  not  be  better  for  you  to  live  on  terms  of  equal- 
ity and  friendship  with  those  who  were  once  your  brethren  at  the  ^South  ?  Can  you 
.sliow  in  what  particular,  England,  after  she,  througli  your  instrumentality,  has  disiupt- 
eii  this  Union,  will  be  benefited  by  trading  with  you?  Are  you  not  England's  rivals 
for  most  of  the  goods  sold  in  the  States  ?  She,  you  declare  by  your  tariff  bill,  can 
manufacture  the  articles  which  we  consume  thirty-five  per  cent,  cheaper,  on  an  aver- 
age, than  you  can  ;  and  hence  you,  by  that  bill,  will  compej  us  to  give  you  thiity-five 
cents  in  every    dollar,  to  enable  you  to  meet  her  at  your  own  factories. 

If  this  tax  should  bo  continued  in  our  new  confederacy,  the  trade  of  England  will 
be  no  more  restricted  than  it  is  now.  How  will  it  be  with  you?  Instead  of  receiving 
the  thirty-tive  per  cent,  which  you  propose  to  give  yourselves  in  this  new  taritt',  you 
will  have  to  pay  that  much  duty.  Thus,  yoti  will  receive  on  all  goods  sold  at  the 
South  thirty-five  cents  in  every  dollar  less  than  you  would  receive  if  you  had  not  de- 
stroyed the  Union.  We,  then,  being  now  the  consumers  of  the  northern  manufac- 
tures, and  the  North  no  longer  being  protected  in  our  nuirkets,  she  will  be  driven 
to  abandon  manufactures  only  for  the  northern  States,  except  such  as  those  where 
the  cost  of  raw  material  constitutes  the  chief  element  of  its  manufacture.  This  is 
shown  more  conclusively  in  a  correct  analysis  of  the  elements  constituting  the  cost 
of  manufacture. 

In  all  manufactures  the  elements  of  cost  are  thus  enumerated  and  classified;  first, 
the  wages  of  labor  ;  second,  the  interest  on  capital;  and  third,  the  value  of  the  raw 
material — labor  forty  per  cent.  ;  capital  fifty  per  cent.  ;  and  the  raw  material  ten 
per  eent.  This,  I  believe  is  found  correct,  except  in  coarse  fabrics.  In  su"h  the 
raw  material  enters  as  the  chief  element  of  cost,  as  in  coarse  cotton.  Our  factories 
having  the  advantage  of  ten  per  cent,  in  the  cost  of  cotton,  can,  for  this  reason,  clothe 
the  operatives  in  the  English  factories;  for  in  such  a  fiibric,  the  raw  material  consti- 
tutes a  very  great  part  of  its  value. 

The  English  manufacturers  pay  but  half  what  we  pay  for  labor  and  capital;  and 
those  two  elements  constitute  ninety  per  cent,  in  cost  of  the  fabrics  sent  here.  You 
of  the  North  cannot  compete  with  them.  It  is  thus  that  you  lose  and  England  gains 
by  your  folly.  Again;  you  can  never  induce  England  to  remain  hostile  to  the  South, 
because  she  is  dependent  on  the  South.  From  her  trade  with  the  South  she  derives 
annually  an  income  of  more  than  six  hundred  million,  besides  giving  employment  to 
millions  of  her  .starving  population.  What  does  she  derive  from  the  export  trade  of 
the  North  ?  Not  one  cent ;  because  it  is  all  consumed.  Her  bread,  when  there  is  a 
failuie  in  Em-ope  of  crops,  .she  sometimes  gets  from  your  ports.  This  is  all.  This 
does  not  constitute  a  basis  of  trade  ;  because  it  is  consumed,  and,  hence,  no  source  of 
income. 

■yVe  at  the  South  understand  the  strength  of  our  position.  The  step  we  are  about 
to  take  is  not  one  of  our  own  choosing,  but  from  necessity.  That  necessity  you  have 
created,  against  our  repeated  piotests,  as  well  as  against  our  threats.  You  have  not 
heeded  our  .«olemn  protests,  and  you  have  laughed  to  seorn  our  threats.  As  you  have 
scoined  our  thn  ats,  so  we  now  scorn  yours,  and  we  defy  your  power. 

Do  not,  I  implore  you,  suppose  that  Virginia  will  submit  to  oppression.  She  loves 
this  Union,  and  will  sacrifice  all,  except  her  honor  and  the  liberties  of  her  people,  to 
preserve  it.  You  now  assail  both.  She  has  called  her  young  men  and  her  old  men 
together  around  the  council  board.  They  have  left  their  swords  at  home,  because 
their  presenee  sometimes  engenders  strife. 

They  want  peace,  and  not  war  ;  but  if  you  do  not  acknowledge  the  sovereignty  of 
Virginia,  and  the  equality  of  her  people,  you  will  find  them,  too,  on  the  war  path. 
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